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My research program centers on inquiry into the development and management of aggressive behavior, especially in very high risk environments, and with an emphasis on the use of "real world" data in naturalistic settings. For example, for many years I have been interested in how highly aggressive youth such as psychiatric inpatients (Boxer, 2007) or gang members (Boxer, 2011; Boxer et al., 2015, 2017) respond to evidence based assessment and intervention strategies. Feel free to check out my recent blog on this issue at the website of the International Society for Research on Aggression: http://www.israsociety.com/blog/gangs-the-final-frontier. I am also currently studying the effects of persistent ethnic-political (Boxer et al., 2013) and neighborhood (Boxer et al., 2014) violence on youth development. 
 
I approach the study of aggressive behavior from a broad developmental-ecological and developmental psychopathology framework, and at this time my program of research is organized around three critical questions: First, what are the specific configurations of risk exposure most robustly tied to aggression and related problem outcomes? Second, how well do our conceptual and theoretical models of normal human development apply to very atypical, high risk populations? And finally, how can social-developmental science inform efforts to ameliorate the problems associated with aggressive behavior?
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